Trinity Tidings
Trinity Lutheran Church and School

3000 35th Avenue
Greeley, Colorado 80634

December 2016

"Don't Settle for the Wrappings”

Presented by
Sunday School Children

Sunday, December 18th
10:30 am Service
A Family Christmas Service

L.V As a family prepares for their Christmas Eve gift opening, they pause to

[ read a rhyming storybook, “Don’t Settle for the Wrappings.” Through the
story and the retelling of the Christmas gospel, they are reminded to find

the true meaning of Christmas, and not get caught up by all the wrappings.

"Christmas Hope”

Presented by
Trinity Lutheran Preschool and School Children

Wednesday, December 21st
10:00 am & 6:00 pm Services

A celebration spotlighting the true

"Reason for the Season”, this thought

provoking program features:

« favorite Christmas hymns

« the Hand Belil Choir

» the Chimes :

» Bible story from the gospel relating
to our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.

Please join us for the final Midweek
Advent service of this year!




Don’t Forget!

vz YOter’s Meeting
MEEHING Sunday, December 11th 1:00 pm

Executive Council will provide a light lunch after the late service.
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Stamps for Missions!

Remember to save your Christmas stamps and other special
stamps. Please, don’t be embarrassed to give only 3 or 4

stamps. If 100 people save just 3 stamps, that is 300 stamps!
Leave 1/4 inch all the way around the stamp. Give them to
Margie Allmann or put them in Pastor Allmann’s mailbox above
the coat rack in the church narthex. God bless you for sharing in

this mission. Thank you. Margie Qllmann
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Year-end GiViﬂg! The holidays are knocking at the door and in just one short
month, 2016 will say goodbye and 2017 will begin. Now is the time to prayerfully consider a

year-end gift or donation. Here are a couple of suggestions:

*Trinity Lutheran Scholarship Fund is always in need of your gift.

*Building Fund to pay down the mortgage

*General Church Fund to offset any unexpected expenses
In addition to supporting Trinity and our missions, these year-end contributions can be tax
deductible. Please ask God for guidance. Don’t forget to assign you Thrivent Choice Dollars

Bas Beutsche Gesanafest §3 &

The 42nd Annual German Christmas Songfest
Sundap, Becember 4, 2016 9:20 am —10:30 am
@ur Sabior’s Lutheran Chureh
Contact 970-352-4816 or www.greeleylutheran.org for more information.

UPDATE!
0.W.L.S. will NOT meet in December.
Next meeting will be the 4th Thursday of January 2017.

It’s our Annual Turkey Dinner!




From the Desk
of our President

Trinity Family,

Just when you thought all the election hoopla was aver, here | am to ask you to step back into the
election mode for one more hour on Sunday, December | [th. Why do you need me, you may ask. In
recent years we have had a varfety of surveys and discussion about what the “Trinity family” as a whole
would like to see happen at Trinity and an underlying theme has been “growth”. To effectively promote
growth of our Trinity family, we need people. We need people to fill positions on the Boards with
vacancies, people who will assist with various committees, people who will be leaders that can take us in
the direction we are looking to go. | am both pleased and excited to see the “growth” in our boards and
the work they are accomplishing on our behalf.

In addition, this year we have several policies that need to be approved by the congregation, in order for
them to be included in our Policy Manual. In our world of litigation, policies must be in place and pub-
lished to protect us from situations that may arise that are contrary to our Christian and/or moral beliefs.
This will be an ongoing process over the next year. This meeting, we will be confirming our Statement of

Belief and our Marriage Policy.

Please plan on joining us for a light lunch after the 10:30 am service and stay for the voter's meeting, we
need and want you. | am including the Nominees for the Election process. Please note other names may
be added at the voters meeting. My list shows all'the current board members with these Up for '
re-election or who placed their name on the ballot for the first time in BOLD type. Pray for God to
guide you in this process and for His blessings, especially on those whose names are listed.

Blessings,
Chexi

Executive Council

President —Cheri Carsten
Vice President —Paul Jackson
Secretary ~Linda Gold
Treasurer —Vicki Akin

Board of Christian Fducation
JoLynn Baral (Chair)
Margaret Langley

Linda Klipp

Kathy Durdy

Pam Clavir

Laura Reiter

2 More Members are needed

Board of Elders & Spiritual Ministries

Brian Anderson

Ken Clavir

Steve Cooper

Dan Jecminek

Gary Klipp (Chair)
John Kruger (1st time)
Dale Schlichenmayer
Michael Thuener

Finance Board
Connie Mapes (Chair)
Vicki Akin

Kristen Meritt

Board of Property Ministries
Les Durdy (Chair)

Kevin Knief
Kristi Sanderson

Appointed Trustees
Steve Boxum

Virtus Einspahr

Roger Munsterman
Oren Nero

Peggy Peters

Doug and Tanner Reed
Jason Reiter

Dean Roedel

Larry Whitney




Trinity Lutheran Church
Council Notes
Novernber 14, 2016

Minutes of the October 10, 2016 Meeting - Approved and posted to the website.
Treasurer’s Report as of October 31, 2016 — Reviewed and approved.

Board Reports

e The Board of Elders and Spiritual Ministries
» Approved Greeley Tribune Christmas advertisement

» Approved a two-year term reconfirmation of all Elders members at the Voter's Meeting —~ currently need one
new Board members

Working to organize the Usher's schedule

Reviewed and approved the Statement of Belief

Setting up a Thrivent presentation for the designation of choice doliars

Check in with DCE and review of five-year plan during January meeting

Scheduled New Year's Eve service with Holy Communion at 5:00 pm

Scheduled New Year's Day single service at 9:00 am

Approved purchase of a2 new keyboard for the Prajse Band o be funded through memorial funds

* The Board of Financial and Stewardship Ministries
» Housing allowance forms signed
» Working on a budget analysis report for January newsletter
» Developing a quarterly envelope offerings report
« Cash flow adjusted between income and expenses

¢  The Board of Property Ministries
+ K-8 playground equipment installed — need pea gravel for completion
s Discussed five-year plan and agreed to have monthly meetings
« Church Christmas decorating scheduled for Saturday, Nov. 26"
» Working on a list of winter projects for monthly church clean-up day

s The Beard of Education Ministries
» Changed Kyle Ericson’s job title from Lead Teacher to K-8 Director
Kyle is preparing for a Chamber of Commerce presentation
Sunday school Christmas program scheduled for second service on December 18"
Reviewed five-year plan for presentation to the Council in January
Currently need two new Board members

Old Business
o A light lunch will be provided by the Executive Council before the Voter's Meeting on December 11 at 1:00 pm

e Alvie Rothe joined Pastor Hafeman and Paul Jackson on the Nominating Committee for the election of officers and
board chairs

* Motion made, seconded, and approved by the Council to accept the Statement of Belief (from a proposed policy
manualflegal guide for LCMS Congregations, Schools, and Ministries) fo be presented to the congregation at the
upcoming Voter's Meeting

New Business
» None



Christ’s Incarnation

Submitted by Larry Whitney
Pastoral Assistant

‘ For there is one God and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus. | Timothy 2:5

’ Christ came to this earth as both God and Man to accomplish a most wonderful work of [ove: to save
was accomplished for the single purpose of saving mankind.

To put it another way, the name “Jesus Christ” is in itself an apt description of His purpose. Scripture
even before His coming, before His public ministry.

' Would Christ have become man if mankind had not sinned? The Bible gives no other purpose for the

' incarnation of the Son of God than our salvation. “The Son of Man came to seek and to save what

. was Jost” (Luke 19:10). Because of this, we can rejoice and sing: “Jesus receives
h ! :--{
Rz

: sinners, He also has received me!”

- Lord Jesus, we thank You for Your incarnation, for as a man You died for me. Amen.
' Merry Christmas!

- Lawy A. Whitney DL
- Pastoral (ssistant L .
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- mankind. In doctrinal terms, this is called the Office, or Work, of Christ. Everything He did and does for us:

explains His name: “Jesus™ means “Savior” and “Christ” means “Anointed One.” Jesus was the Christ for us
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CHRISTMAS COOKIE EXTRAVAGANZA' Bake your
favorite Christmas cookies and bring them and copies of the recipe
to the church on Sunday, December |8th between services to share
with others. Eat a few cookies or take some with you, and pick up
recipes that others have made and take them home with you. What
a fun and tasty new tradition for the holidays at Trinity.

It's a Christmas cookie Extravaganza!

Are YOU knowledgeable in grant writing?
if the answer is YES, Hel
The BOCE needs your assistance

Please cali Linda Klipp for details, 970-351-8172

¢ Linda Klipp anted
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The following members of our church are currently either living at home or in a care facility and have
limited capability of joining their church family at worship. Please remember them with prayers and
perhaps by sending them a card. You may call the church office to obtain their addresses.

*Melanie Davis - Home

*Bertha Dill - Grace Pointe
*Rachel Einspahr — Home

*Luella Foss - Boneli

*Jack & Caryle Kassahn —Home
*Herman Kiel - Life Care
*Carolyn Martin Summit —Bonell
*Ruth McGhghy - Bonell Towers
*udith Nashlund-Sugar Valley Estates
*Redonda Patton - Bonell Towers
*lames & Alice Rewerts —-Home

*Karen & Ron Rutt - Home

*Rich Schrader —Fairacres Manor
*George Schum - Fairacres Manor

*Vera Schum - The Bridge

*Elfrieda Schlager - Garden Square

*loye Shafer - Centennial Healthcare
*Virgil & Iris Troester - Bonell Towers
*Bea VanZago Peaks - Bonell SOMEg
*Rosalie Wacker - Life Care § i <,
*Alvina Whittman - Home
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FRIENDS

Remember Our Missionaries

ASKINS IN ASIA
www.lcms.org/askins

or www.facebook.com/askinsinasia
or www.twitter.com/royaskins

E-mail;_roy.askins@lcmsintl.org

JOHN WOLEF

(retired AF Lt Colonel)

John will oversee all the mission
fields in Africa as a logistics person.

E-mail: John.wolf@lcmsintl.org

MICHAEL ERSLAND of Lutheran Bible Translators
www.LBT.org or www.facebool.com/Erslandupdates
E-mail: Michael.Ersland@lbt.org

THE GARMS FAMILY
www.thegarmsfamily.com

or www.twitter.com/thegarmsfamily
E-mail: info@thegarmsfamily.com

ANN SIMMONS with

Faith Comes By Hearing
E-mail: anns@fcbhmail.org

XZAIVIER JAMES with

Colorado WAR Basketball Players
Working with youth in our community
to provide opportunities for a better life
thru structure, discipline & leadership.




i Dear Sisters & Brothers in Christ,

From the Happy New Year! Yes, the new year of 2017 is quickly approaching but I am speaking of the
Pastor’s Desk "% Church Year which is introduced in the season of Advent. This season is a wonderful
season filled with hope as we make preparations for our Lord’s comings; Advent means
coming. We look forward to having a huge birthday party for our Lord on Christmas Eve and
Christmas Day as we remember His coming as a little babe in Bethlehem. We look beyond His first coming to when He will
return in glory just as the disciples saw Him ascend into heaven nearly 2,000 years ago!

This season is a season of gifts and giving. We will consider several of the gifts that have been given by our Lord to His -
Church and continue to be given through our worship times together during the Midweek, Christmas Eve and Christmas Day
services.

As the 500th anniversary of the Reformation approaches, let Martin Luther’s beloved hymn “From Heaven Above” speak to
you in our special Advent worship series. Each service in the 4-part series focuses on the divine gifts that come down to us
through the birth of Jesus.

Service 1 (The Gift of Hope), based on Matthew 12:15-21, looks at how the people of Israel waited in hope for the promised
Messiah, and how we now wait in hope for his return on the Last Day.

Service 2 (The Gift of Love), based on John 3:13-17, looks at how the steadfast love of God is revealed in the gift of his Son
and how we, as the redeemed people of God, have the privilege of sharing his love with others.

Service 3 (The Gift of Peace), based on John 14:25-27, reminds us that we have peace with God through our Lord and
-§Savior Jesus Christ, and that we are now ambassadors of that peace to all the world.

We invite you to join us for a very special Christmas Eve service entitled, “The Gift of Joy,” which is part of our “From
Heaven Above” worship series. The good news of great joy that the angels sang of on that holy night and the joy the
shepherds felt as they ran to the Babe of Bethlehem will be captured in Scripture, song, sermon and candlelight in this touch-
ing and celebratory service.

We invite you to join us for a very special Christmas Day service entitled, “The Gift of Glory,” which is part of our “From
Heaven Above” worship series. The gift of glory, found in the only-begotten Son of the Father born on earth from heaven
above, will be captured in Scripture, word and song in this triumphant service of celebration.

In this season of giving may we reach out to our families, co-workers, neighbors and friends and share with them these great
gifts of our Lord and the Lord Himself! Material gifts come and go, get misplaced or broken and simply wear out. This is
not the case with the Lord and His gifts given; He is eternal along with the gifts that He provides to us.

In the business of the season I pray that you will make these special services your first priority for you and your family. You
will be blessed and will experience this wonderful season at a much deeper level. Please pray for me and all of those in-
volved in preparing and leading these services that His truth will be clearly proclaimed in accordance to His will and that
many will be blessed, strengthened and redirected in their faith journey. Pray that many will come so that they can approach
this season with their focus upon the Lord in the midst of all the possible distractions and approach the giving of gifts in a
manner that brings glory to God and blessings to one another.
Have a Very Blessed Christmas,

Pastox Greg




December
~ Thursday, December 1st ~

@ 1:30 pm

Mite Devotions
Program: Pastor Hesse

Special Singing by the Trinity Lutheran School Children
Celebration of October, November, and December Birthdays

Hostesses: Mary Reichel and Mary Kelley

Mission Project: LWML Mites & Christmas Stockings

A Note from the Editor -Thisis my favorite time of the year. When I was much

younger, I couldn’t wait for this time of the year. As a farmer’s daughter, the days that my dad
would be able to spend time in the house with his five daughters were few and far between.
Having only girls, my dad was always busy with the chores of running a farm. Regardless, he
made a point of spending time with the family on Thanksgiving Day, Christmas Day and New
Year’s Day. We would either go to a relative’s home or have relatives to our house for
Thanksgiving Day, but Christmas Day and New Year’s Day were spent at home. It hecame a
tradition that after dinner, the board games came out: Monopoly on Christmas and Risk on
New Year’s Day. Mom’s game of choice was a jigsaw puzzle that took the entire Christmas
break to put together, and that is where you went when you were “out” of the game with dad.
All the girls started out playing the game at dad’s table, but one by one they found themselves
doing the jigsaw puzzle with mom. Being the oldest, I had the best odds of winning, but by the
time I was in junior high school, I realized it was not so much about winning (really, what are
the odds of beating your dad at a game of strategy) but about keeping the game going, to
spend more time with Dad to stay connected, because as soon as the game was over, it was time
to check the cows or feed the animals, and that special time was gone for a whole year.

Perhaps, that is why I start my Christmas shopping in July, start decorating before
Thanksgiving and keep the decorations up until the end of February. I don’t want to lose that
connection with my Father. Life is not a board game, but time with our Heavenly Father is
precious. Take time this season to spend quality time with Him.




School Happenings

Submitted by
K-8 Director Kyle Erickson

Children of God,

REGIFTING!!! Confession time: how many of you are guilty of regifting? You

know, some gifts you receive..maybe you already have one or ten of them, or

maybe it is something that you might not use, but somebody else could appreciate C '
it, maybe it is a gag gift, or maybe it is the seasonal fruitcake in which you've L
already met your annual quota. What is our ethical and relational obligation when

it comes to regifting?! Consider this: there is at least one gift that we should not

keep to ourselves - the original CHRISTmas gift that came, wrapped in swaddling

clothes and lying in 2 manger. Praise God, as we celebrate the birth of our Savior, ﬁ
Jesus Christ.

. Thank you to all of our veterans and everyone who was able to attend the Pre K-8th grade
7 Veterans Day Program. We were pleased to see the number of people in attendance to show
our support for our veterans.
s e and

KR O deTEe !
It is official: our basketball season has begun. We have middle school boys and girls
.J teams that have been practicing hard and are looking forward to their first game.
As of today, our first home game will be on Tuesday, December 20 against Zion
Lutheran School (Brighton). You can view our sports calendar at our school

website: http://www.tlsgreeley.org/

Thank you for your donations for our school Christmas Market Days, happening
on December 19-20. As the time gets closer, we will be asking for help with
wrapping gifts, serving as a cashier, and helping the younger grades “shop.”

Our Pre K through Bth graders also invite you to join us for our Christmas Program, which they will present
on Wednesday, December 2. Please look for more details in the newsletter,

Merry CHRISTmas,
Hyle Enichoon
H-8 Dinector
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Wiarke a2 December 19-20

We are just a few weeks away from Christmas break and we want to
give our preschool and school children a place to “shop” for their loved
ones by using their own money from home, earned from doing chores.
You have been very generous in giving items to “Stock” our store. With
nearly 70 children, we could use more, especially items for the dads and
granddads. ¥Ve would also welcome wrapping paper and ribbon.

Bring your contributions to the school office before December 10th.
Thank you.

On December 19th and 20th, the “shops” will open and we would
welcome your assistance minding the store and taking payments from the
students or helping them wrap their presents.
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NOVEMBER & DECEMBER WELD FOOD BANK

FEED A FAMILY PROJECT
FOOD LIST

Canned green beans
Canned corn
Canned fruit
Chicken broth
Dressing

Instant potatoes
Gift card to purchase turkeys/hams
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Submitted by Katie Groves ECE Director

Whew! November was a busy month! Did you vote?? Our preschoolers did. They had fun
with a mock election on Election Day Tuesday. They voted for their favorite food. The two
candidates were spaghetti and chicken nuggets. And the winner? In Ms, Katie's class, chiclen
nuggets won the hearts of the preschoolers and was the clear winner. Not so in Ms. Mary’s
class, where the vote ended in a tie: 5 votes each! There hasn’t been
any protesting, yet. The children enjoyed learning about healthy eat-
ing. VWe made a paper salad to work on those cutting skills, and we %
talked about growing foods versus treats. They thoroughly enjoyed
the book, The Very Hungry Caterpillar, and worked on patterning with
fruits and vegetables.

November's focus for Jesus time was learning about Abraham and Sarah. God promised
Abraham that he would be the father of many nations, and when he was very old ($9), he and
his wife Sarah had a baby boy named Isaac. isaac means “laughter” and he made his parents

very, very happy.

Give Thanks J To finish up the month, we talked about Thanksgiving and what it means to
be thankful to God. On Thursday and Friday before Thanksgiving, all our pre-
school families were invited to our potluck “Thanksgiving Feast”. Each family
brought their favorite dish to share with the class. What a fabulous buffet of

- favorite things.

When the children come back after the Thanksgiving break, they will be preparing for our
Christmas program “Christmas Hope”. They will explore the story of Advent and discover
the wonderment of the gift God gave the world in His Son, Jesus Christ.

Have a Blessed Christmas,
Dinectar of Early Chitdhood Education

P.S. We have an awesome idea for using paper towel tubes to make a nativity
scene. If you have any laying around, we would love to give them a new life.
Bring them to the school office, we can always use paper towel tubes.




December

Altar Flowers

~Schedule~

You may sign up to bring flowers for future
months. The chart is on the wall by door to the old
church office or call the church office, 330-24385,

Charlotte Jo Pearson
(daughter of

December 4
In Memory of Donald Delange

December 11
Marcella Delange 90th Birthday

December 18
Bev & Rich Schrader 50th Anniversary

December 25
Jesus Christ Birthday

~Attendance~
October 16 Early —142  Late -65
October 23 Early —125  late 84
October 30 Early —145  Late —48
November 6 Early -143  Late -6l
November 13 Early —-156  Late -55
November 20 Early —149  Late -87

Sundays - 8:00 am (Traditional)
10:30 am (Contemporary)
(Holy Communion on 2nd, 4th, & 5th Sundays)
Adult Bible Classes and Sunday School —9:20 am

Fthan & Melanie Pearson)
Born 10-9-16
Baptized 11-12-16

> 4

December Worship Services

Midweek Advent Service
Wednesday, November 30th
10:00 am & 6:00 pm
“From Heaven Above The Gift of Hope”

Wednesday, December 7th
10:00 am & 6:00 pm
“From Heaven Above The Gift of Love”

Wednesday, December 14th
10:00 am & 6:00 pm
“From Heaven Above The Gifi of Peace”

Wednesday, December 21st
10:00 am & 6:00 pm
“Christmas Hope” Presented by
the TLS Students

Christmas Eve Service
Saturday, December 24th
5:00 pm
“From Heaven Above The Gift of Joy

Christmas Day Service
Sunday, December 25th
9:00 am
“From Heaven Above The Gift of Glory”




From the Director of

The Erickson family prays for a blessed Christmas season to you and yours, as Christian Education
we celebrate our Savior — Immanuel, God With Us — the God who loved us

too much to let us face the eternal punishment we deserve, instead taking it upon Him-
seff to become one of us. Facing the cross in our place, and rising again, He now reigns
trivmphantly and forever. As we celebrate Christmas, we still have one eye on our East-
er celebration, when we see The Rest of the Story unfold. Merry Christmas, and God

bless us, every one!

Upcoming Youth Events:

» Saturday, December |0th, 5:00 pm: Junior High Youth Sledding and Christmas Party
at Fox Run community, near 59th Avenue and |7th Street / Erickson home

If conditions are not optimal for sledding, don’t worry! We'll still be doing something super fun!

* Sunday, December |8th, 2:00 pm: Senior High Youth Christmas |

Party/Broncos Game at the Ericksons’ Home (723 47th Ave Ct, =
BRONCOS

Bring a fun game-day snack to share!

e Saturday, January l4th, 6:00 pm: Junior High Youth Mystery Meal

e Saturday, January 21st, 5:00 pm: Senior High Youth Dodgeball w/ area LCMS youth groups

Please let Angela know if you are attending — calling, texting, or emailing are all great ways to get in touch
with me!

h Sunday School News:

N
\\ 4 18 ¢  We are still looking for additional teachers. Please talk to Angela Erickson, Kathy
= %un a(,l Durdy, or a member of the Board of Christian Education if you are interested. You

don't need to be an expert — all you need to have is a love of God's Word and young
people!

¢ The Sunday School Christmas Program, Don’t Settle for the Wrappings, will be held during the
10:30 am worship service on Sunday, December |8th. The children of Trinity Lutheran Church are
sharing the message of CHRISTmas with the congregation through God's Word and song. Please join us!
(Practices are the three preceding Sundays during the Sunday School hour, with a dress rehearsal on

Saturday, December |7th, at 9:00 am, with a lunch following.)

God Bless us, every one!

{ngela Exiclison

Directors of Chuistian Education ‘-//""_‘
CMW



Ministry Assistants—December Schedule

December 4

Elders =8:00 am Dan Jecminelg; 10:30 am Dale Schlichenmayer
Ushers —Bret Schmidt

Sound -8:00 am Dan Swanson; 10:30 am Chad Kaspar

Yideo —8:00 am Mary Beitz; 10:30 am Marlo Kaspar
Scripture —Ken Clavir

Organist ~Ken Streeb

December L1* -
Elders -8:00 am Dan Jecminek & Gary Klipp; 10:30 am Dale Schlichenmayer & Steve Cooper
Ushers —David Martin '

Sound -8:00 am Jeff Junker; 10:30 am Dan Swanson

Yideo —8:00 am Jeff Junker; 10:30 am Ron McNutt

Scripture —Kyle Erickson

Organist =Ken Streeb

Dece ri8

Elders — 8:00 am Brian Anderson; 10:30 am Dale Schlichenmayer
Ushers —Virtus Einspahr

Sound -8:00 am Dan Swanson (both services)

Video - 8:00 am Dan Swanson; 10:30 am Terri Swanson/Mary Kelly
Scripture —Ken Clavir

Organist—~ Ken Streeb

December 25*

Elders =9:00 am Gary Klipp & Ken Clavir

Ushers —Ken Einspahr

Sound —8:00 am Cristian Wacker; 10:30 am Dan Swanson
Video —-8:00 arm Rochelle Wacker; 10:30 am Terri Swanson
Scripture — Gary Klipp :
Organist— Ken Streeb

%ship
sistants

Ministry assistants are always needed in each of the above areas.
If you are interested in serving, please call the following people.
Elders - Gary Klipp, 351-8172
Ushers - Ken Einspahr, 454-1626
Sound/Video - Dan Swanson, 351-8815
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